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Socialization: It’s a Journey, not a Destination 
By Dennis Stauffer, Kennel Manager 

 

Everyone who gets a puppy knows that it is important to socialize him or her. What must be 
remembered is that this is a lifelong, ongoing process and is important for adult dogs as well as 
puppies. 

Talk to your vet about when it’s safe to take your puppy out and about and the places least likely 
to be exposed to disease. We used to be taught to hold off on taking puppies out and about until 
they were finished with their puppy vaccinations. Now, however, many dog professionals feel it 
is more important to expose the little one to the world at large at a young age, while trying to 
control exposure to disease as much as possible. 

Some people feel that if a dog has canine siblings or friends that are a regular part of their lives, 
that the socialization can then be checked off the “what to train the new dog” to-do list. 
However, to help your dog become comfortable and friendly with all dogs, it’s important to 
continue exposing your four-legged friend to new and unknown dogs. This is how they learn to 
read and understand canine body language, appropriate play skills, and to be comfortable with 
greetings.  

Socialization goes beyond just meeting other dogs. It also involves other people, places, and 
situations. Big men, little kids, men with beards or glasses or hats. Women in skirts or pants. 
Wheelchairs, crutches, canes. Strollers and bikes. Boys and girls. Noisy places and quiet 
places. Crowds and empty spaces. Try to have a new adventure on a regular basis, and you will 
help your dog become a wonderful companion that is welcome everywhere. Just remember, it 
takes regular practice. Enjoy the journey together.  

 


